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Message from the Provost

Before I offer my congratulations, I first want to express my deep 
admiration for you and your achievements. As honors students, you 
embarked on a rigorous education aiming for an exceptionally high bar. 
And you reached it. This would be worthy of praise in any year. But we all 
know that this year is different.

Back in August, when the school year began, none of us could know 
what was in store—that the Spring 2020 term would be most 
remembered for disruption, anxiety, and loss brought into our homes, 
classrooms, and communities by a global health crisis. Yet in the midst 
of it, you kept your balance, found ways to keep your goals in sight, and 
did the work that had to be done. I believe that the perseverance and 
fortitude that you displayed during this last semester are traits that have 
helped you overcome other challenges. And they indeed will help you as 
you go on to your next adventure.

So, you have earned my admiration not only for your academic 
achievement, but also for the greater achievement of succeeding during 
a time of collective crisis, which has disturbed all levels of society and 
separated us from the friends, family members, and institutions which 
would otherwise provide support and solace. This is more remarkable 
than, perhaps, you know. 

This semester, although difficult, does not—and should not—define your 
college career by any means, or overshadow what you have 
accomplished and experienced as Lehman honors students, from the 
time you first stepped onto campus until now.  You have my heartfelt 
congratulations on completing this exciting and challenging journey.

Your diploma represents even more than your impressive academic 
success. It is also a document of personal growth and unexpected life 
lessons that will serve you far into the future. You will move on from 
Lehman with a deeper awareness of your own strength and capabilities, 
well-prepared to take your next steps in a time of unpredictable change. 

As Lehman College strives to educate, empower, and engage our 
students, we know you will bring the highest skills and the deepest 
compassion to your endeavors. We know you will be committed to 
equity and social justice, for which Lehman has prepared you, grounded 
in the belief that a liberal education, which this college has provided you, 
sets you up for a lifetime of learning for global citizenship.

Congratulations on your magnificent achievement.

Peter O. Nwosu, 
Provost and Senior 
Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 
and Student Success




