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Demography and Population Geography with GISc 
GEH 320 / GEP 620 / EES79903 

Syllabus, Fall 2015 
 
 
 
Catalogue 
description 

The world's population in the context of geography and demography.  The 
theoretical framework, defined by the fields of population geography and 
demography, will be studied and explored qualitatively and quantitatively.  Data 
sources and acquisition, population metrics (growth, change distribution, and 
composition), population and food supply, mortality, fertility, and migration.  Lab 
work will provide students with hands-on experience using GISc to explore 
demographic concepts. 
3 credits / 4 hours 
Hybrid 
 

Course meets 322 Gillet Hall, Thursday 6:00 to 8:40 PM (see schedule below) 
Instructor Glen Johnson 
Email glen.johnson@lehman.cuny.edu 

(preferred mode of communication) 
  
Office  Gillet Hall, Rm.  413 
Office hours Wednesday 3:30-5:00 pm, Thursday 11:30-1:00 pm or by appointment 
Required books Population Geography: Problems, Concepts, and Prospects, Peters and Larkin, 

2013 (10th edition), Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, Dubuque, Iowa.  
Available at the Lehman Bookstore or various online sources. On reserve at 
Lehman library. 

 
Course Format:  
This is a hybrid course where students are responsible for monitoring Blackboard for all course material 
and adhering to deadlines.  The subject is taught through assigned textbook readings along with lecture 
notes, labs, additional readings and other material that are posted on-line.  The class meets in person 
approximately every fourth week. 
 
Course Learning Objectives: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to: 

• Explain different types of population growth over time; 

• Quantify and predict population change; 

• Explain different theories of population change; 

• Explain different types of migration; 

• Characterize population composition both qualitatively and quantitatively; 

• Calculate both raw and age-adjusted fertility and mortality rates; 

• Explain different pressures that drive population patterns; 

• Identify sources of population, demographic and geographic data; 

• Create publication-quality maps that allow clear geo-visualization of human population and 
demographic patterns 

 

mailto:glen.johnson@lehman.cuny.edu
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Grading Policy: 
Grades will not be curved and there will be no extra credit assignments. 

Grades will be based on the following weighting. 
Quizzes (9)* 30% 
Labs (6) 45% 
Final Exam 20% 
Attendance/Participation 5% 
* The lowest quiz grade will be dropped for undergraduates.  
 

Grade Scale 

GEH 320 GEP 620 / 
EES79903  

• †††• • •  
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Lab Assignments: (45% of the final grade) 
Lab assignments should be started by the day they are listed (at the latest).  The last column of the table 
below shows the dates that assignments are due.  They are due by midnight of the date listed.  If you 
cannot complete the assignment, you must contact the professor BEFORE it is due and provide a valid 
reason for the lateness.  Excused late assignments will have minimum of ½ of a letter grade deducted.  
Unexcused late assignments will NOT be accepted.  I  suggest that you keep up with the labs by 
completing them as they are assigned.  This way, you can ask your professor, fellow students, or the GIS 
tutor for help if you run into trouble.   

: 
• Labs should follow the lab write-up format that can be found in the individual lab assignments. 
• For text submissions, use 1.5-spacing with 11 or 12 point font. 
• All references should be cited using APA format.  

(  Plagiarism will result in a failing grade (see 
policies below) 

• Follow the directions carefully and seek help before the assignment is due if you are having 
trouble.  You can get help from fellow students, online resources, the GIS lab tutor, and the 
professor (via email, office hours, or by arrangement.) 

: Each lab should be submitted via email to glen.johnson@lehman.cuny.edu.  For each lab, all 
text, tables and images should be in one document, either in MSWord or pdf format.  Follow the lab 
instructions for exporting maps to an image format.  All documents should be named with the student’s 
last name, followed by an underscore, followed by the assignment name (e.g.  Smith_Lab1_map.pdf, 
Smith_Lab1_report.docx). 

Final Exam: (20% of the final grade) 

The final exam will consist mainly of content that was covered in the quizzes and labs throughout the 
semester.   

 

Spreadsheet Software: 
Excel is not provided to you for this course.  If you do not have access to it at home, you can use almost 
any on-campus computer lab (including the GIS lab in 322 Gillet Hall) to do your assignments. The 
whole Microsoft Office suite is also available through the CUNY e-mall, accessed through your CUNY 
portal account (http://cunyportal.cuny.edu/portal/site/cuny/) – this is the same account that you use to 
access Blackboard. You may use different software (Open Office, Google Sheets etc.), but the directions 
are written expressly for Excel and support is not provided for other software packages. 

GIS Software: 
GIS work in this course will be done mainly using Quantum GIS.  This is free, open-source software 
that can be downloaded for various operating systems from their website (http://www.qgis.org/).  Click 
the “download now” button.  Windows users should select the standalone windows installer, being careful 
to select the appropriate version of Windows (32 or 64-bit).  There are options for MAC users as well. 
The software is also installed in the Lehman College GISc lab.   

Although the labs will be written for Quantum GIS, you may use another GIS software package such as 
ArcGIS by ESRI, so long as your assignments clearly respond to the task.  You will not be tested on any 
particular software skills. 

Blackboard (BB): You should check the blackboard site often (daily) since there may be changes to the 
schedule and to lab instructions.  You are responsible for making sure that you have the most recent and 
up-to-date information.  All course materials (except software) will be posted on BB. 

 

http://www.academicexperts.us/dl/APA_Style.pdf
http://cunyportal.cuny.edu/portal/site/cuny/
http://www.qgis.org/
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GISc Lab: 
The GISc lab at Lehman College, located in 322 Gillet Hall, provides personal computers networked to a 
common server where you can access all software required for this class.  Tutors and technical help are 
also available at the lab (tutoring schedule TBD).  I strongly urge students to do as much work as possible 
in the lab, particularly if you are relatively new to Excel, GISc, or computer applications. 

Course Policies: 
Lateness and absences: For in-class meetings, lateness or absence will count against your class 

participation grade unless there is an emergency or it is cleared with the professor in a timely fashion 
before class.  If you miss a session, it is your responsibility to check with your classmates for notes and 
other course materials. 

Late submission of assignments or exams: Late assignments/exams will generally not be accepted unless 
it is cleared with the professor well before the due date.  If there is a medical reason for lateness, please 
supply documentation.  Unexcused late assignments will not be accepted.  

Blackboard: Blackboard will be used to distribute and update assignments, readings, and other course 
materials.  It is the student’s responsibility to check it regularly.  

Cell phone use: Use of cell phones and other similar devices are not permitted during in-class meetings.  
Computers: Since the in-class lectures take place in a computer lab, the following additional rules apply: 

- Computers may be used only for class purposes during class time. Violations will be noted and 
will reduce your class participation component of your grade. 

- No drinking or eating of any kind in the lab. 
Incompletes: A grade of incomplete will only be considered if you are clearly making a good faith effort 

to complete the course (i.e., attending regularly, participating in discussions) and have a good reason for 
not completing the work.  

Dropping: Check the Lehman website for the last day to drop the course with the grade of “W” 
Academic dishonesty: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.   Academic dishonesty includes, but is 

not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing (including “cutting and pasting” or paraphrasing information from 
the internet without proper citation), fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic 
dishonesty by others, submitting work of another person or papers written for other courses, or 
tampering with the academic work of other students.   Students may be asked to submit their notes and 
references to prove that their work is their own.  For further clarification, please read CUNY's policy on 
academic integrity at http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf.  Violators will 
be reported to the head of the Department and to the Dean of Student Affairs.  

http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf
http://www.lehman.edu/academics/instructional-support-services/
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8/27 1* -- Introduction QGIS Demo -- 

9/3 2 1 
Population Growth and 
Change 

1: Population 
Projections 

Quiz1 

9/10 No Class     

9/17 3 2 Population Data -- Quiz2 

9/24 4 3 
Population Distribution and 
Composition 

2: Hoover 
Index 

Quiz3 

10/1 5* 4 
Theories of Population 
Change 

-- -- 

10/8 6 5 
Mortality: Patterns and 
Trends 

3: Mortality  
Quiz4; 
Labs 1 and 2 

10/15 7 6 
Fertility: Patterns and 
Trends 

-- Quiz5 

10/22 8 7 
Fertility: Family Planning 
Programs 

4: Fertility  Quiz6 

10/29 9* 8 Migration and Mobility -- -- 

11/5 10 -- extra readings 5: Migration 
Quiz7; 
Labs 3 and 4 

11/12 11 9 
Population and the 
Environment 

-- Quiz8 

11/19 12 10 
Population and Food 
Supply 

6: Population 
and Food 
Supply 

Quiz9 

11/26 No class  -- -- -- 

12/3 13* -- Review Class -- -- 

12/10 14 -- Review -- Labs 5 and 6 

12/17 15* -- FINAL EXAM -- -- 

*Items in RED are in-class sessions. 
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