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GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
77794-02 Lecture, 3 Credits 

Lehman College, CUNY 
Department of Earth, Environmental, and Geospatial Sciences 

Spring 2015 
 
Instructor:  Marlene Nava Ramos 
Email:   mramos@gc.cuny.edu    
Office Hours:  By Appointment in Gillet Hall, Room 309 
Class Meets:  Thursday, 11:00am to 1:40pm in Gillet Hall, Room 311  
 
Course Overview: 
Geography is a multidisciplinary field that bridges the natural (physical) and social sciences in order to 
gain a deeper understanding of the world we inhabit. This survey course will explore the main ideas and 
concepts in geography, including climate, food systems, cultures, and economics. While you will be 
expected to understand the basics of each of the topics we cover, the overarching emphasis will be 
placed on understanding the relationships between them. As such, you will be expected to develop strong 
critical thinking skills and grasp major topics such as food insecurity and climate change. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

1. To gain greater understanding of the scholarly studies of physical, cultural, political, economic and 
urban geography.   

2. To engage critically with the material and formulate your personal ideas using the research and 
concepts covered in course readings, lectures, and discussions. 

3. To develop a practice of expressing your ideas in writing, class discussions and class presentations.  
 
Required Readings:  

• Dahlman, Renwick, 2014. Introduction to Geography: People, Places, & Environment. 6th Edition, 
Pearson. (~$70) 

• See additional readings available on Blackboard.  
 
Evaluation: 

Attendance and Class Participation (22%) 
You are expected to come to class on time and have completed the required readings. You are 
responsible for understanding key concepts in reading assignments, asking questions when necessary, 
and engaging in class discussions/activities. You are responsible for contacting me in advance for 
missing class, being tardy, or leaving early from class.  

Writing Assignments (18%) 
Writing Assignments are intended to help you digest the information you learn. Writing assignments are 
two-pages long (use double spacing, 12 point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins) and are 
due at 10:30AM before class on Blackboard. There will be a total of three writing assignments. Late 
submissions will not be accepted unless approved by the instructor prior to due date.  

You may replace one writing assignment with a hands-on learning experience and reflection such as your 
participation in a relevant community event, symposium, or museum exhibition. Your reflection must 
follow the writing assignment guidelines (see above). You must approve this alternative assignment with 
the instructor at least one week prior to the assignment’s due date.   

Exams (60%) 
There will be 2 in-class exams throughout the semester. Exams are not cumulative and will be a 
combination of multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, and open-ended questions. Make-up exams will 
not be granted unless approved by the instructor prior to exam date. 
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Quizzes (~) 
There will be a total of 3 short quizzes given in class throughout the semester. Quizzes may be a 
combination of multiple choice and open-ended questions. Quizzes are extra credit. 

 
Policies: 

1. Maintain open communication with instructor in regards to class absences, tardiness, emergencies, 
and missing any assignments or exams. Accommodations can be made in special circumstances.  

2. Please use “GEH 101” in subject line for all email correspondences with instructor.  
3. Blackboard will be an important component of the course. Readings, announcements, and 

assignments will be posted on BB. You are responsible for checking BB for updates, regularly.  
4. The classroom is a safe place to express ideas openly and respectfully. Students who are 

disrespectful towards fellow students or the instructor will be asked to leave the classroom.  
5. Please silence all mobile and electronic devices. Texting, answering calls, and surfing the internet are 

prohibited. Students who are disruptive may be asked to leave the classroom.  
6. Plagiarism is a major academic offense.  Plagiarism is copying the work of another person without 

giving proper credit for the source of the material.  All rules in regards to this issue stated in Lehman 
College student handbook will be observed and plagiarism is further defined in this area. 

7. Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students.  
Students with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are encouraged to register with 
the Office of Student Disability Services.  For more information, please contact the Office of Student 
Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, tel #: 718-960-8441. 
 

Class Schedule: 

PART I: PHYSICAL SCIENCES  

January 29 An Introduction to Geography   

February 5 Lithosphere      

February 12  No Classes 

February 19 Biosphere & Carbon Cycle (Assignment 1)     

February 26 Atmosphere & Climate Change (Quiz 1) 

March 5 Earth’s Resources & Just Transitions  

March 12 Exam 1   

PART II: PEOPLE AND CULTURE  

March 19  Cultural Geography  

March 26 Population and Migration Geography (Assignment 2) 

April 2  Geography of Food Systems (Quiz 2) 

April 9  No Classes  

PART III: COMPLEX GEOGRAPHIES 

April 16  Economic Geography & Development  

April 23   Political Geography & the Nation State (Assignment 3) 

April 30  U.S. Urban Geography (Quiz 3) 

May 7  Global Urban Geography & Globalization 

May 14  Exam 2  


