
Nirel Levi 
Class of 2016 
Honors Convocation 

Good evening Lehman College President, Dr. Ricardo Fernández; Faculty; Staff; 
distinguished and invited guests; family, friends, and my fellow students. 

Congratulations TO ALL OF US. We made it here today after a long and challenging 
journey that at times looked daunting. We "started from the bottom, now we’re here!" if I 
may quote Drake. 

Each and every one of us has a lot to be proud of as we think back over how we got to 
this commencement. We come from different regions of the world, diverse cultures and 
backgrounds. We are the World, we are America, we are New York, and we are the 
Bronx. Indeed, we are a melting pot within a melting pot. 

For many of us, English was not even our first language. Many of us are the first in our 
families to graduate college. We have in common that we have made sacrifices to get 
ahead, to get here. Many of us worked, some of us two jobs, to support ourselves and 
our families while studying. 

I was born in Israel to a traditional, large family. When I was a child my family came to 
America for a few years, and then returned to Israel. For my father, it was always 
America. When I was nine, as we prepared to head back to Israel, my father told me that 
I would be back. America was where I would find opportunity, he said. 

I worked hard in Israel graduating high school in a small town called Zichron Yaacov. I 
served in the army as an officer and led a platoon of fifty mostly-male soldiers. And 
then, with my father’s words still echoing in my head, I left my close-knit family and 
came here to here, to America, with two tattered suitcases, and limited English, and a 
dream to make something of myself. 

American opportunity is not always as easy to find as I had once pictured. Costs, 
especially, the cost of education can keep that promise out of reach. For me, for us, 
Lehman College finally delivered America’s opportunity. Not a hand out, but a real 
chance to translate hard work into knowledge and a shot at advancement. I, along with all 
of you, was given a top notch education. I am forever indebted to this Institution for giving 
me my first step at the American opportunity. 

It wasn't easy. I worked full time, interned in investment banking, all the time taking 
courses at Lehman College to graduate in four years. Occasionally, I even found time to 
spend with my wonderful husband, Michael, who encouraged me all the way. 

Each one of you has a story as well that I wish I had time to tell. But YOU will tell your 
own stories as you go forward with this diploma in hand. Lehman has provided us an 
environment where we were able to create our own opportunities by staying the course.



 

Dr. Fernández, on behalf of all Lehmanites everywhere, we thank you for 26 years of 
service to Lehman. Your untiring efforts to put Lehman College on the map have 
benefited our community tremendously. 

As we move on, we may not remember all the facts and figures we have crammed into 
our brains, but at Lehman we learned to think critically and to give voice to our thoughts. 
We all leave here today with precious gifts from inspiring professors and valued 
classmates. It is up to us to put them to good use. 

Great discoveries, great inventions, great advances, great creations are born of 
improbable dreams. Lehman has prepared us to pursue these dreams. We graduate 
with little or no financial debt, but in a larger sense we HAVE incurred a debt. We have 
an obligation to continue our steadfast pursuit of our dreams. And an obligation to 
ensure that others have the chance to find their own opportunities--here in America 
and around the world. 

I hope the world is ready for the Lehman class of 2016! Congratulations Lehman family, 
class of 2016. Good luck! 


