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The MACBS, the mid-Atlantic affiliate of the NACBS, the main organization for British Studies in 
Canada and the United States, seeks participation by scholars in all areas of British Studies. We 
solicit proposals for papers and panels on Britain, the British Atlantic World, and the British Empire 
broadly defined. Our interests range from the ancient to the contemporary and we welcome 
participation by scholars of history, anthropology, literature, art, politics, economics and related 
fields. Senior faculty, junior faculty, and graduate students are all encouraged to participate. 
 
We are very pleased to announce our plenary speakers for the event.  Our plenary roundtable, titled 
“British History after Brexit” will feature four distinguished speakers: Dane Kennedy (George 
Washington University), Alison Games (Georgetown University), Dinyar Patel (University of South 
Carolina), and Zara Anishanslin (University of Delaware).  The speakers will address questions about 
future directions for British history, in particular what topics deserve newfound scrutiny in the 
aftermath of Brexit and other similar events.  The significance of British history has long rested on 
its perceived importance to forces of modernization, whether emphasizing the rise of globalizing 
empires, liberalism, the rule of law, industrialization, or democratic politics.  Many of these 
narratives, along with their underlying assumptions, are difficult to square with Brexit and Britain’s 
recalibration of its international relations.  Our panelists will address these questions, and will also 
consider the socio-professional implications for British historians, and what Britain’s departure from 
the EU means for the future of British studies. 
 
In addition, Professor George Robb (William Paterson University) will deliver a plenary address 
entitled, "The British Assault on American Neutrality during World War I".  Between 1914 and 
1917, the major European combatants in the First World War went to great lengths to appease the 
United States, the principal neutral power. Dr. Robb will evaluate whether Britain's successful 
courtship of America was a foregone conclusion, a lucky break, or the result of well laid plans. 
 
Proposals for individual papers and full panels are welcome. Paper proposals should include a brief 
(no more than 250 words) abstract of the paper and a curriculum vita. Full panel proposals should 
also include a one-paragraph description of the panel’s overall aim and indicate which panel member 
will serve as the organizer and primary contact. 
 
All submissions must be received by 15 December 2016.  
 
Send proposals via email to: 
Prof. Brett Bebber, Program co-Chair 
Dept. of History 
Old Dominion University 
bbebber@odu.edu 
 
Prof. Nicholas Popper, Program co-Chair 



Dept. of History 
College of William & Mary  
nspopper@wm.edu 
 
For additional information, please see the MACBS website: 
www.lehman.edu/academics/arts-humanities/history/macbs/index.php 
 


